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could undoubtedly be arranged. It is hoped that some American 
libraries may take the initiative in such an undertaking. 

These questions as to the priority of German or Iberian scientists 
in nautical and astronomical matters cannot be finally answered until, 
as mentioned above, the work of the Arabs in these fields has received 
a just appreciation. A fairly monumental treatise now in course of 
publication bids fair to throw great light upon Arabic contributions to 
nautics; this is Gabriel Ferrand's Instructions Nautiques et routiers 
Arabes et Portugais des XV* et XVI* si&les, reproduits, traduits et an- 
notes (4 vols., 8°, Paris, Geuthner, 13, rue Jacob). This publication is 
eminently worthy of the support of all libraries interested in the dis- 
covery period. A more popular discussion of Arabic contributions to 
nautics, astronomy, and geography is to be found in Carra de Vaux's 
Les Penseurs de I'Islam (same publisher) of which the first two volumes 
(out of five) have appeared; the second volume treats the fields in 
question. The indebtedness of Regiomontanus to Arabic mathema- 
ticians and astronomers is well established. The notable contributions 
which he made to the science of the fifteenth century are also beyond 
dispute. Similarly the indebtedness of Iberian mathematics and 
astronomy to Moslem science is beyond dispute. The volumes under 
review reveal notable Portuguese contributions to the advancement 
of science and civilization. 

Louis C. Kabpinski. 

University of Michigan. 

La Primera Centuria: Causas geogrdficas, politicas y econdmicas que han 

detenido el progreso moral y material del Peru en el primer siglo de su 

vida independiente. Tomo 11. By Pedro Davalos t Lisson. 

(Lima: Librerfa e Imprenta Gil, 1922. Pp. 487. £p. 1.) 

The first volume of this work, which appeared in 1921, treated of 

present conditions in Peru. The present volume endeavors to analyze 

the geographical, political, and economic causes which have hindered 

the more rapid development of the Peruvian nation during its first 

century of independence. 

The geographical chapters include detailed discussions of the rivers, 
mountains, coastal belt, montafta and sierra regions, means of communi- 
cations, boundaries, and territorial extension. There are also extensive 
chapters on the classes of population, influences of climate, and prev- 
alent diseases. 
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Although the book shows evidences of having been written hurriedly 
by a scholar who is at the same time an active business man, it contains 
much that is new and suggestive. Copious extracts from other Peru- 
vian writers are inserted to reinforce the author's conclusions on various 
points, affording a convenient means of reference for the topics covered. 

Sr. Davalos y Liss6n reveals himself as one of the few Peruvians 
who realize that their country is not one of unlimited resources and 
wealth, but confesses that its development is handicapped by the most 
stupendous natural difficulties. He rightly points out, however, that 
for this reason unusual credit is due for what has been accomplished 
during the past century. The author promises a third volume on other 
economic factors in Peruvian development. 

W. E. Dunn. 

Lima, Peru. 

The People of Mexico; Who they Are and How they Live. By Wallace 

Thompson. (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1921. $2.50.) 
Trading with Mexico. By Wallace Thompson. (New York: Dodd, 

Mead and Company, 1921. Pp. xi, (2), 271. 
The Mexican Mind, a Study of National Psychology. By Wallace 
Thompson. Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 1922. $2.50.) 
The author has had extensive journalistic experience in Mexico, and 
was a member of the Doheny Research Foundation, the files of which 
he has used in writing these books. His materials are also drawn from 
a number of Mexican writers and from his own observations. The two 
parts of The Mexican People, with The Mexican Mind, Mr. Thompson 
characterizes as a trilogy of studies on social and political aspects of 
Mexican life. Trading with Mexico is really a continuation of the thesis 
maintained in the first two, carried to a logical conclusion in the eco- 
nomic field. 

Briefly, this thesis, forming the whole of the author's argument, is 
as follows: The Mexican people are a hybrid race formed by the 
amalgamation of Spanish and Indian elements without other significant 
intermixtures; they combine the vices of both races without appreciably 
conserving the virtues of either; they have arrived at their present 
unenviable condition by successive revolutionary eliminations of their 
white upper and better classes; the residual mestizo population is domi- 
nated by Indian characteristics, and the current revolution, while de- 
claiming high ideals of socialization through nationalization of natural 



